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The aim is to teach students about Art in the English language. 

 

Content : 

 - the colour wheel, 

  - Impressionism, 

 - Monet, 

 - description of a painting. 

 

Culture: names of the museums where some paintings are located; 
Impressionist painters. 

 

Grammar: the passive. 

 

 



THE COLOUR WHEEL 
It is a circle of colours.  
It has primary, secondary and tertiary 
colours. It is very important in art because 
it helps us choose and mix different 
colours. 



What are the primary 
colours? 

 





 The Primary colours (red, 
yellow and blue) cannot be made 

from other colours. 

Artists create all the other colours of 
the rainbow by mixing together the 

primary colours. 

 

 



What are the secondary 
colours? 





The Secondary colours (purple, 
orange, green) are made by mixing 

two primary colours.  

 



 
 

Just by mixing these colors, you can 
get all the colours of the rainbow 
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What are tertiary colours? 



We mix a primary and a secondary 
colour to form a tertiary colour. 
Tertiary colours are, for example, 

blue-green, yellow-orange and red-
purple. 



Warm colours and cool colours 

• Red, orange and yellow are warm 
colours. They are the colours of the 
sun. 

• Purple, blue and green are cool 
colours. They are the colours of 
water and nature. 

 



Analogous colours and 
complementary colours. 

Analogous colours are colours that 
are similar. 

For example blue, blue-green and 
green are analogous colours.They 

create harmony in a painting. 



Analogous colours and 
complementary colours. 

Complementary colours, for example 
blue and orange, aren’t similar and 
they create contrast and movement 

in a painting. 



 
Colour Idioms (1/2) 

 
 



Colour Idioms (2/2) 
 



COLOUR IDIOMS SONG 
 

https://www.englishclub.com/vocabul
ary/idioms-colour-song.htm 
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IMPRESSIONISM 



GLOSSARY 

• STILL LIFE a picture of inanimate objects. 
• CANVAS a painting done with oil paints, or the piece of cloth 

it is painted on. 
• BRUSH an object with short pieces of stiff hair, plastic or wire 

fixed into a usually wooden or plastic base or handle, which is 
used for cleaning, tidying the hair or painting. 

• BRUSHSTROKE the way in which something, especially paint, 
is put on to a surface with a brush. 

• PALETTE the range of colours that an artist usually paints with 
• EN PLEIN AIR outdoor. 
• EASEL a wooden frame that you put a painting on while you 

paint it. 
• DEPICT to represent something in a picture. 

 



MONET AND THE IMPRESSIONISTS 

Listening and comprehension - 
Questionnaire 
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Describe this painting. 

Do you remember the title? 

What name would you give this painting? 

How does this painting make you feel? 

Why do/don’t you like it? 

Can you find the main characteristics of 
Impressionism in this picture? 



  

ROUEN CATHEDRAL (SERIES) 



WATER LILIES (series) 



SOME QUESTIONS FROM THE FINAL TEST (1/2)… 



SOME QUESTIONS FROM THE FINAL TEST (2/2)… 



OBSERVATION CHECKLIST 

0 
0,5 

1 
1,5 

2 
2,5 

3 
3,5 

Molto bene 

Bene 

Con qualche 
difficoltà  

Con molte 
difficoltà 

Molto bene Bene Con qualche difficoltà  Con molte difficoltà 

Conosco i colori primari, secondari, terziari.  
So distinguere i colori caldi da quelli freddi, i  

colori analoghi da quelli complementari. 
2 3 0 0 

So comprendere un semplice testo orale e/o 
 scritto relativo al movimento impressionista. 

2 2 1 0 

So leggere un semplice testo relativo 
all’argomento trattato. 

3 1 1 0 

So scrivere un semplice testo su ciò che conosco 
 su questo movimento artistico e su un pittore 

 in particolare, Monet. 
0 2 2 1 

So fare domande per avere dei 
 chiarimenti/approfondimenti. 

0 2 3 0 

So descrivere alcuni dipinti. 0 3 2 0 

So esprimere un giudizio personale su un  
dipinto. 

1 1 3 0 



CONCLUSION  
 

 The lessons have been an interesting, educational 

experience. Students have improved their English-

language skills through the study of Art 

(Impressionism, Monet). They felt at ease with the 

new subject matter, demonstrating confidence in 

their foreign-language ability.  

 


